Evidence for Prosecution.
Dr Bernard H. Spilsbury
ease, whether such a hypothesis has anything whatever to do with
the case—living for fourteen days after the arsenic has been taken ?
—A person who is suffering from serious disease in almost any
region, the heart, liver, or kidneys, or who is old and feeble,
may take a dose of arsenic which probably would not be
fatal to a healthy person and suffer severely from the effects of
it, and subsequently die, while the arsenic had for the most part
left the body. Little or no arsenic might be found in the body
under those conditions, and nevertheless the poison was the main
factor in causing death. I examined the liver and kidneys in this
case. Such a hypothesis has no bearing whatever upon the death
of Mrs. Armstrong. There was no such remission or change of
symptoms in this case that I have heard of such as I have been
talking of in my answers in cross-examination. In view of the
quantity of arsenic found in Mrs. Armstrong's body, I certainly
do not think that in her case a late or postponed death after hav-
ing the arsenic was possible. The large amount present, as I
have said already, in the intestines also shows that a large dose
was taken within twenty-four hours of death; and apparently
there had been previous doses to account for her illness. A large,
possibly fatal, dose was taken within twenty-four hours of her
death.
By Mr. justice dabling—Can you say within what time?—
From the analysis I can only say other doses were taken recently—
certainly for some days.
Re-examination continued—And finally within the last twenty-
four hours?—A possibly fatal dose.
By Mr. justice darling—Tell me what bearing this has. You
have just dealt with the special case put by Sir Henry?—Such
a delayed case following a substantial dose of arsenic would have
had time to disappear in most cases from the body.
Then it comes to this, does it not, that it does not come within
the suppositious case put to you by Sir Henry?—That is so.
Re-examination continued—Let me put it in rather a different
way. In such a case as Sir Henry has suggested, if there were a
remission of symptoms, and recurrence of symptoms, would or
would not the findings upon the analysis and analytical findings
be such as were found in this case, or different?—The findings in
this case quite well account for any change in the conditions.
That is not quite what I put. The case Sir Henry put—
the case of remission and recurrence o'f symptoms?—Following a
single dose?
Yes; would the analysis of the organs and conditions of the
body be such as you got in this case, or would they be different?—
No, they would be quite different.
Is there any doubt about that?—No, I say the arsenic would
disappear entirely, quite apart from other changes.    I know that
Mrs. Armstrong did not pass water for twenty-four hours after
l	145

